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PAPE Advanced Spring 2025 
 

Seminar 1 
 
 

The questions relate to the following papers:  
 
Questions (1) to (6). Alsan, Marcella and Owen Garrick and Grant Graziani (2019) “Does 
Diversity Matter for Health? Experimental Evidence from Oakland” American Economic 
Review 2019, 109(12): 4071–4111. Video summary. Paper. 
 
 
Questions (7) to (11). Pons, Vincent (2018) “Will a Five Minute Discussion Change your Mind? 
A Countrywide Experiment on Voter Choice in France.” American Economic Review 2018, 
108(6): 1322–1363. Video summary. Paper.  
 
Before the tutorial: read the introduction of at least one of the papers, and watch the 
videos summaries for both. You should also try to answer the questions below. 
 

1)  Figure 1 below shows the study design for the Alsan et al (2019) paper. The authors 
decided to randomize the main treatment (being assigned to a black doctor) after 
observing which individuals redeem the clinic coupon and complete the 
questionnaire. Can you cite two good reasons why they do so?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnboQY1Dy8I&t=3s&ab_channel=econimate
https://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/aer.20181446
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkxOaCUwbpw&ab_channel=econimate
https://www.vincentpons.org/fiveminutes
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2) In Table 5 below, The outcome variable is the “delta Δ“ i.e. difference for an individual 
between the post and pre- consultation demand for a specific test. Pre and post 
demand are 0/1 dummies. Why is it important, for the authors argument, to also 
analyse the effect of Age and Educational Proximity?  

 

3) Write down the regression equation for Column (2).  

  

4) In interpreting column (2) select the correct answers. Note that the average of the 
outcome variable is 0.01.  

a. For every additional 5 years of age of the doctor, there is a decrease of 0.5 percentage points 
of the demand for invasive tests.  

b. Meeting a black doctor increases the demand for invasive tests, to a similar extent whether 
or not the age difference is larger than 5 years.  

c. Meeting a black doctor increases the demand for invasive tests by 0.16%.  

d. Conditional on pre-consultation demand, meeting a black doctor increases post-
consultation demand by 0.16 percentage points.  

e. Meeting a black doctor increases the difference between pre and post consultation demand 
by 16 percentage points.  

d. There is no significant effect of Age proximity on demand for invasive tests.  

5)  Provide similar interpretations for column (6).  
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6) Food for thought (Extra): What policy recommendations would you formulate 
following this study ?   

 

7) In Pons (2018), the author’s randomization is at the precinct (voting district) level. One 
strategy could be to take all precincts in France and randomly assign them to control 
and treatment groups. Instead, the author randomizes precincts within territories (a 
territory is defined as a set of contiguous municipalities sharing a common zip code), 
and within categories of “potential win”.  Potential win is a variable that allows to 
classify precincts according to whether one can expect the door-to-door campaign to 
have an effect on vote share.  

7a) How is such a randomization strategy called? What are its advantages, in general and 
in this particular context?  

7b) As a researcher, how would you go about to compute the “potential win” variable?  

8) The author describes the main specifications as follows:  
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Column (1) of Table 3 shows results for equation (3). Complete the following sentence:  

The probability of having canvassers do a door-to-door campaign is ________ higher in 
precincts selected for treatment compared to control precincts. The effect is significant at the 
__level / insignificant. This corresponds to a situation with / without partial compliance.  The 
identification of the causal effect of the door-to-door campaign would have been impossible if 
this effect had been _____ . 

9) The author does not actually estimate equation (2) with the Ai dummy. Instead, Ai is 
first estimated using equation (3), and the estimated Âi is used in equation (2). What 
would be an issue with running regression (2) as such ?  

 

10) Please refer to Table 5 below. The outcome variable is a dummy 0/1 for “Voting for 
Hollande”. Fill in the following sentences :  

In treatment areas, the door-to-door visits increased Hollande’s vote share by ________ in 
the First Round, which represents a _____% increase, and by _____ in the Second Round 
(when controlling for strata fixed effects, past outcome and additional controls).  These 
effects are/are not significant at the 5% level. In areas that were actually allocated to 
canvasser (i.e., actually treated) the door-to-door visits increased the vote share by _____ in 
the First Round (when controlling for strata fixed effects, past outcome and additional 
controls).  
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11) Food for thought (Extra): As a researcher, what arguments would you have given the 
Socialist Party to convince them to work on this randomized evaluation with you? 
What could have been some of their concerns?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


